
  EPIPHANY 5B, FEBRUARY 8, 2015 

 

1 

 

TEXT:  Romans 8:28-30 
THEME:  These Things We Know 

1. In Life and Death We Are His 
2. God Has a Purpose in All Things 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified. 
 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

His face showed the evidence of his disease, but it reflected no fear.  His voice, 
though weakened by it, revealed an inner strength not evident in what little the 
cancer had left him.  He was a child of God.  His earthly pilgrimage was almost over.  
He wasn’t quite yet seated at that banquet table in the mansion of his heavenly 
Father, but he knew with certainty that a seat had been reserved for him.  He was at 
peace with God and sure of receiving what his Lord had promised him. 
 
In our text, Paul was writing to Christians he had not yet met.  But he knew that they 
had heard the gospel.  He knew the Spirit had called them to faith in Jesus by 
means of the gospel.  He knew that they would face many hardships for that 
knowledge, because knowing what God had done to reconcile the world to himself 
could not and would not be locked up within their hearts.  The explosive power of 
the gospel would be shared.  It would bring about the miracle of faith in the hearts of 
many, but a death-rendering hostility in the hearts of those who would reject the 
salvation God wanted all to possess.  The Christian pilgrimage will not be without 
hardship, but in all these things, even death, “God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”   
 
The knowledge that our gracious God works for our good in all things is certainly 
meant to comfort us today through every phase of life and even through this life’s 
final stages.  With Christ’s cross before our closing eyes, we rest each night, 
confident that not even death can alter what is already ours in God’s promise.  We 
know that even the love that we now have for him was born of his unfailing love 
revealed to us in Jesus.  We know that his love had its origin in eternity.  “I have 
loved you with an everlasting love,” he declares in no uncertain terms (Jeremiah 
31:3).  All THESE THINGS WE KNOW, and that knowledge is our comfort even in 
death.    
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What a blessing it is THAT THESE THINGS WE KNOW.  How many times have you 
begun a sentence like this:  “If I had only known, I would have…”?  I am guilty of 
doing that more times than I care to remember.  Each time it has proven to be 
humbling, as I eventually came to realize that my questioning of God’s wisdom, my 
doubts of his love, my anger at what I was enduring had not changed his purpose 
for my life. 
 
To see God’s purpose, you have to trust God’s promises.  The child of God has 
been called to take each step on this earthly pilgrimage “by faith, not by sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7). 
 
Certain of God’s calling and held captive by his unfailing love, we can look at 
everything that transpires in our lives, from the disabled car in the middle of nowhere 
to the diagnosis announcing the approach of suffering and death, confident that his 
purpose is always to be found even in these.  Will it be the opportunity to let his love 
be shown to person who comes to your aid on the side of the road?  Will it be the 
opportunity to show your trust in God’s promise to bring you home when attended by 
a doctor or a nurse?  Will it be for the benefit of the patient in the next bed about to 
die without the knowledge of the Savior? 
 
When we know that GOD HAS A PURPOSE IN ALL THESE THINGS, then faith 
enables us to see beyond our present suffering.  Our ears become attentive to 
anguish in the souls of those who do not know who God is and what he has done to 
save them.  Our faith rests on those unbroken promises and the fulfillment of God’s 
perfect purpose in our lives. 
 
“If I had only known, I would have…” need not be spoken by those who have been 
called according to God’s purpose.  For among the things we know is this:  He is at 
work at all times in our lives.  He arranged for you to be brought to faith in Jesus, his 
Son, your Savior.  Through that Spirit-worked faith, you have forgiveness of all your 
sins and eternal life in heaven.  He is arranging your life to bring your safely home to 
him for all eternity.  Every detail of his plan may not be clear to us on this side of 
heaven.  But Paul assures us:  “Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
 
There is a hymn in the old Lutheran Hymnal that didn’t make it into Christian 
Worship.  One of the verses of that hymn sums up this section of Romans so 
beautifully.  Let’s speak it together: 

Your hand is never shortened, all things must serve your might; 
Your every act is blessing, your path is purest light. 

Your work no man can hinder, your purpose none can stay, 
Since you to bless your children will always find a way.  Amen. 

(TLH 520:4) 


